
th
The Social Development Research Center of the College of Liberal Arts held its 30  Anniversary Celebration 

program on Tuesday, November 24, 2009 at Yuchengco Hall Rm. 507. With its' theme “Empowering the 

Marginalized,” the anniversary program was highlighted by a research dissemination forum featuring 

presentations by research fellows Dr. Jesusa M. Marco, Dr. Ma. Elena Chiong-Javier, and Ms. Alicia B. Manlagnit; 
ththe launching of the 30  Anniversary Working Paper Series; and an inspirational message by Br. President and 

Chancellor Armin A. Luistro, FSC.

For the research dissemination forum, Dr. Marco presented findings of the study “Eco-Bio-Social Factors of 

Vector Density: Developing Effective Approaches to Dengue Control in the 

Philippines; Dr. Chiong-Javier presented findings of 

the study “Lumad's Struggle to Claim Ancestral 

Domain Right in the ARMM: The TLADMADC 

(Teduray-Lambangian-Dulangan Manobo Ancestral 

Domain Claim) Perspective”; and Ms. Manlagnit 

presented findings of the study “Forced to Flee by 

Nature: Perceptions and Experiences of Displaced 

People in a Rural Philippine Municipality.”

Among the guests during the anniversary program 

were SDRC project stakeholders Mila Fulache 

and Kristian Marollano of the Research Institute 

for Tropical Medicine, Department of Health; 

Romy Saliga of the Lumad Development Center, 

Inc. (LDCI) and Timuay Gumbalia Gunsi of 

TLADMADC; and Anecito Libaton, Jr., 

Pres ident  o f  the  New Gu insaugon  

Homeowners Association, Maribel Libaton, 

Brgy. Council Kagawad, and Ranilo Siega and 

Edmar Zamora, residents of New Guinsaugon, 

Southern Leyte. 

An exhibit of major projects undertaken by 

the Center was featured at the Yuchengco 

Lobby during the week of the celebration.
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The project, supported by the Canada Fund for 
Local Initiative, aims to increase the Talaandig 
women's awareness of vermicomposting, 
eventually inducing upscale of its use. The 
increased adoption of the technology would 
lead to savings in farm inputs and an increase in 
environmental consciousness. The benefits of 
the technology and the increased involvement 
of women will guarantee the sustainability of 
vermicomposting in the community. Its 
objectives are to increase knowledge and 
awareness of vermicomposting as a 
sus t a inab le  up l and  f a rm ing  
technology; to promote the 
adoption of vermicomposting as a 
cost-saving and environment-
friendly strategy; to encourage 
women to actively engage in 
vermicomposting; and to scale up the 
adoption of vermicomposting in the 
community.

The project site is Bol-ogan,                  
a predominantly Talaandig 
community in the barangay of 
Songco with a population of 
about 72 households. Songco 
is one of the villages in 
Lantapan, a third class 
municipality found within the 
Kitanglad Mountain Range in 
Buk idnon Prov ince  o f  
n o r t h e r n  M i n d a n a o .  
Lantapan is known as the 
“vegetable basket” on the 
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Women and Sustainable Technology: 
Scaling Up Vermicomposting 
among the Talaandigs 

island, with farming as the main occupation of 
residents. The Talaandigs of Bol-ogan are among 
the poorest residents of Songco. 

The Vermicomposting study is headed by Ma. 
Elena Chiong-Javier as project director, with  
Ma. Teresa de Guzman,  Leah Veneesa Valbuena, 
and Dindo Café as research associates, and 
Graeme Armecin as research assistant.



This study seeks to develop and pilot test a 
participatory process and tool for collecting 
current demographic socio-cultural, poverty, and 
biodiversity perceptions at the household level in 
IP communities that require household baseline 
data for ancestral domain application.  Through 
support from the Philippine Business for Social 
Progress (PBSP) and the Upland NGO Assistance 
Committee (UNAC), the pilot activities are being 
done in an UNAC-assisted area with the principal 
thrust of helping the IP in claiming ancestral 
domain.  

The main objectives of the study are: 1) to identify 
and document the participatory process (i.e. 
steps) in the construction, revision, pilot testing, 
and assessment of the household census tool; 2) 
to determine, with the involvement of IP 
community leaders, the nature and extent of IP 
participation in this process; 3) to develop and 
pretest an appropriate prototype of the 
household census tool covering baseline 

demographic, socio-cultural, 
poverty, 

Piloting a Participatory Process and Tool
to Establish Indigenous Peoples' 
Household Database for Ancestral Domain Claim

and biodiversity perception data; 4) to train local 
researchers to collect household data using the 
prototype tool; 5) to pilot test the prototype tool 
by gathering household data in one pre-selected 
IP barangay covered in an ancestral domain 
application; 6) to process, analyze, and write up 
the household data obtained from using the 
prototype tool; and 7) to synthesize the major 
experiences and lessons in participatory tool 
development for future replication in KASAPI 
priority IP areas, for scaling up with local 
government, and/or ultimately for advocacy with 
NCIP.

The pilot study sites are in the barangays of Acacia 
and San Fabian, located in Kayapa, one of 15 
municipalities in the province of Nueva Vizcaya. 
Kayapa is a fourth-class municipality in the 
Central Cordillera Mountain range and an 
enclave of IP groups, predominantly those of the 
Kalanguya, Ibaloi, I-uwac, and Kankanaey. The IP 
organizations in Kayapa are KASAPI members. A 
total of 320 households (160 per barangay) will 
be covered by the study. In piloting the household 

census tool, the household head (male or 
female) will be interviewed. 

T h e  s t u d y  i s  b e i n g  
undertaken by a research 
team headed by Dr. Ma. 
Elena Chiong- Javier as 
pro ject  d i rector,  wi th  
Cristina Rodriguez and Alvaro 
Calara as research associates, 
and Graeme Armecin as 
research assistant.
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The Lumad's Struggle to Claim 
Ancestral Domain Right in the ARMM
Ma. Elena Chiong-Javier 

Eco-Bio-Social Factors of Vector 
Density: Developing Effective 
Approaches to Dengue Control in the 
Philippines
Jesusa M. Marco

This paper focuses on indigenous peoples in 
Mindanao who are neither Muslim nor Christian, 
bur reportedly prefer to be distinguished as 
“Lumad,” a Visayan term meaning “native.” 
Among the estimated 18 Lumad ethnolinguistic 
groups on the island are the Teduray, the 
Dulangan Manobo tribe, and their cross breed, 
the Lambangian. While the Maguindanaoans or 
Muslims have organized armed revolts against 
external threats to the areas they control, the 
Lumad have remained isolated in inland villages, 
and have responded to external incursions by 
retreating farther up the mountains or into the 
forests.  The paper defines the features of the 
Teduray, Lambangian, and Dulangan Manobo 
Development Council (TLADMADC)'s struggle.  

Dengue is a disabling, acute infectious disease that 
is a leading cause of death among children in 
Southeast Asia. In the language used to describe 
how it is transmitted, a “vector,” or an organism 
that can carry a disease-causing agent (i.e. a virus) 
without itself succumbing to the disease, passes 
on this agent to a “host,” or a living being (such as 
humans) that can be infected by the disease. This 
paper is taken from an SDRC study that looks into 

factors that contribute to sustaining vectors and 
how they can be managed to decrease the 
incidence of dengue in the Philippines. The first 
phase of the study sought specifically to describe 
the ecosystem, vector ecology, socio-behavioral 
context and vector control programmes and 
activities; to analyze the relative importance of 
eco-bio-social factors associated with different 
levels of vector density; and to identify the 
interventions appropriate to the ecosystem 
under study.

Drawing on four focus groups with high school 
students in rural and urban environments, the 
researchers explored youth perceptions about 
their roles as political agents in Philippine society. 
Participants were also asked to share their ideas 
on what can hinder and facilitate their 
engagement of their roles. Both urban and rural 
youth groups emphasized their avoidance of 
criminal activities as a way by which they can 
contribute to societal change. While the rural 
youth were more particular about their 
engagement in community activities and the use 
of resources within the community in the 
engagement as political actors, the urban youth 
gave greater importance to participation in mass 
activities for the common good.  Both youth 
groups see the lack of appreciation from others 
for their efforts at participation as a hindrance, 
and the sense of civic commitment as a facilitator 
to their participation.  Differences between the 
two groups in their constructions of what can 
hinder or spur their activities as political actors 
can be found in the way the rural youth 

The Youth Speak: Forms, Facilitators 
and Obstacles to their Political 
Engagement
Madelene Sta. Maria and Jose Maria Diestro, Jr.
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demoralizing classroom environments, the 
irrelevance of the subject matter, unreasonable 
requirements, and competing demands for 
student attention were perceived as inhibiting 
learning.  The youth's accounts of their learning 
strategies, motivation, and valuing of education in 
the face of these facilitators and indicators of 
learning revealed their construals of relatedness, 
competence, and their emerging adult identity. 

Majority of adolescents across different cultures 
believe that God or a Supreme Being exists, 
although different cultures vary in religious 
beliefs and practices, as well as concepts of 
spirituality. This qualitative study focused on how 
Filipino adolescents conceptualize spirituality. 
Data from four focused group discussions with 
32 Filipino adolescents were content analyzed. 
Results revealed that Filipino adolescents define 
spirituality in terms of faith in religion, personal 
relationship with God, and positive character. 
The indicators of a spiritual person are the 
following: faith in God, strong sense of morality, 
positive personal qualities, positive sense of self, 
positive relationship with God's creations, 
altruism-based happiness, and adaptive capacity 
to solve problems. Themes about their spiritual 
experiences involve self-transformation, divine 
intervention, extraordinary courage, self-insight, 
and communion with nature. Spirituality 
develops through the influence of supportive 
significant others, exposure to religious beliefs 
and practices, overcoming difficult life 
experiences, reconnecting with God, and 
constant recognition of the value of spirituality. 
The blocks to spirituality are lack of faith in God, 
materialism, myopic focus on problems, and 
decreased level of morality. 

Spirituality among Filipino Adolescents
Ron Resurrección and Roseann Tan-Mansukhani

emphasized self-related factors, such as agency 
and knowledge, and in the way the urban youth 
emphasized non-self-related factors, such as time 
and nature of political activity in the country.

This qualitative research looked into selected 
Filipino youth's worries and concerns.   Seven 
focused group discussions were conducted with 
Filipino youth with ages ranging from 13 to 20 
years.  FGD data revealed that the problems 
confronting youth include lack of resources and 
conflict within themselves or with others.  They 
recognized that some of their coping strategies 
are positive (seeking help, actively resolving, and 
talking about the problem).  They also noted how 
other strategies they use such as engaging in 
negative and escapist behaviors, excessive 
drinking, taking drugs, acting out, or simply 
ignoring the problem, are not desirable. This 
research showed that even without intervention, 
Filipino youth are able to cope with their 
difficulties by relying on their inner resources. 

In five focus group discussions in Philippine 
universities, undergraduate students described 
and evaluated the activities in their courses, their 
teachers and classmates as they contribute to 
their learning, and their own motivation, learning 
strategies, and valuing of education. It emerged 
that supportive peers and teachers, highly 
relevant lessons, engaging activities, and valuing 
of both familial and personal welfare were seen as 
facilitators of learning by the students, while 

Filipino Youth's Views on Mental Health
Ma. Angeles Guanzon Lapeña, Maria Caridad H. 
Tarroja, Maria Andrea S. Tirazona, and Katrina C. 
Fernando

Relatedness and Competence in 
College Students' Response to 
Perceived Facilitators and Inhibitors of 
Learning: Adolescent Development  in 
the Family Context
Melissa Lopez Reyes and Adrianne John R. Galang
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Adolescent Identity in the Context of 
the Filipino Family
May Ann Garo-Santiago, Roseann Tan-Mansukhani, 
and Ron Resurrección

Barkadahan: A Study of Peer Group 
Norms and Values among Filipino 
Adolescents
Jennifer Ann Lajom, Nico Canoy, Rajiv Amarnani, 
Apryl Mae Parcon, and Paula Melizza Valera

The family is a major agent of socialization for 
adolescents and strongly influences adolescent 
development despite the phenomenon of 
changing family structure. Using focus group 
discussions conducted with rural and urban 
adolescents, this study describes the Filipino 
adolescents' identity by looking at their definition 
of the family, their roles in the family, parental 
expectations, values, and social concerns 
affecting the family. Results showed that 
adolescents expand their definition of family to 
encompass both blood and non-blood relations, 
assume supportive roles in the family, fulfill 
parental expectations, and embody values 
concerning family relationships and academic 
achievement. The themes of the adolescents' 
identity in the family context emphasize 
connection, support, and autonomy. The 
implications of these findings on Filipino 
adolescents' positive development and the 
importance of family socialization are further 
discussed.

Peer groups are among the most influential 
aspects of adolescent development. The present 
study is a qualitative investigation on the 
behaviors, norms, values, and dynamics in general 
of the adolescent peer group in the Filipino 

setting– the barkada. Four focus group 
discussions composed of adolescent peer groups 
were held, two in the urban setting and two in 
the rural setting. Findings through thematic 
content analysis showed that adolescents in the 
barkada show the following norms: revelation of 
true self to peers, consistency of behavior, help 
and protection among the peer group, and 
pakikisama (or smooth interpersonal relations). 
The values found include valuing oneself, valuing 
others, a sense of resolve, and trust directed 
both to the other and to the self. Implications in 
terms of adolescent identity development, 
personal and relational self-concept, and 
dynamics within the barkada are discussed.

The Filipino working adolescent is no longer 
uncommon. Studies show that the number of 
working Filipino adolescents is on the rise (NYC, 
2001). The present study seeks to determine 
these adolescents' conceptions of the meanings 
of, reasons for, and contributions from their 
work. Data was gathered from focus group 
discussions held with 11 rural- and 12 urban-
based adolescents. Findings across rural and 
urban groups show that Filipino working 
adolescents give meaning to work as sustenance. 
They work because of financial difficulty. One 
positive benefit of work is being able to support 
one's family, while the negative contributions of 
work include compromised studies, self-
fulfillment, and health. Rural adolescents hold a 
maintenance perspective towards work, while 
urban adolescents hold a growth perspective 
towards work. Implications toward positive 
youth development are discussed and outlined.

Filipino Working Adolescents' 
Conceptions of Work
Homer Yabut, Marshall N. Valencia, 
Rajiv Amarnani, Chester Howard Lee, and 
Roberto Mendoza
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SDRC NEWS

Social Development Research Center Fellow and former Director  Ma. Elena Chiong-Javier led a 
seminar on May 5, 2009 at the Center for International Development of the Kennedy School at Harvard 
University as part of the Frontiers in Sustainable Development Speaker Series. Through her 
presentation entitled “Women in Agriculture and Marketing: Evidence and Lessons from the Philippines 
and Vietnam,” Dr. Javier focused on gender role expectations in the agricultural sector of Southeast 
Asia, which have historically assigned subsistence crop production to women and commercial crop 
production to men. Her presentation was highlighted by lessons and implications for mainstreaming 
gender in agricultural development programs.

The seminar was hosted by Giorgio 
Ruffolo Post-doctoral Fellows Delia 
Catacutan and Esther Mwangi of the 
Sustainable Science Program at Harvard. 
Both are research colleagues of Dr. Javier 
in the USAID-funded Sustainable 
Agriculture and Natural Resource 
Management-Collaborative Research 
Support Program (SANREM-CRSP) 
administered by the Office of International 
Research, Education and Development 
(OIRED) at Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University.

Dr. Javier's paper was partly based on her 
SDRC study “Agroforestry and Sustainable Vegetable Production in Southeast Asian Watersheds: 
Market and Gender Components of TMPEGS Philippines,” which is supported by SANREM-CRSP 
through a multi-country collaborative project with the North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 
University.

SDRC Fellow Leads Harvard Seminar 
on Sustainable Development

SDRC Research Associate Benito Teehankee 
received a special citation during the 2009 
Catholic Mass Media Awards for his contribution 
to the Manila Times Managing for Society column 
entitled “Sex and Billboards.” He was awarded for 
Best Business Column during the ceremonies held 
on October 14, 2009 at the San Carlos Seminary 
Auditorium in Makati City. The winning column, 
which appeared on July 1, 2009, discussed the 
sexual content of Metro Manila billboards and the 
ethical issues involved in their public display: that 
sexual images do not fulfill the major purpose of 

SDRC Research Associate Receives 
Catholic Mass Media Award

advertising which is informative, but rather 
discourage rational decision-making; that sexual 
images send demeaning and manipulative 
messages; and that they condition young minds 
to forget traditional community values.          
The Managing for Society column is written by 
Dr. Teehankee and other members of the Ramon 
V. del Rosario Sr. Graduate School of Business, 
where he is an associate professor. 



Associate Vice Chancellor for Research and Learning and SDRC Research Fellow Dr. Jesusa M. Marco 
presented a paper entitled “Impact of Climate Change on the Philippines' Urban Health: A Brief” during 
an international forum held as part of Hokkaido University's Sustainability Week from November 1 to 5, 
2009. Organized by the University's Initiative for Sustainable Development (HUISD), the week's 
activities were highlighted by the “International Symposia on Sustainable 
Development: Recommendations for Tackling 
the Five Challenges of Global Sustainability,” of 
which the international forum was a part. As 
member of a panel of presentors that also 
included researchers from Geneva and Nigeria, 
Dr. Marco presented a paper that identified 
current and expected programmes and activities 
for adaptation to current and projected climate-
related health burdens in the local setting. 

Coordinating the international forum was         
Dr. Romeo Lee, SDRC research associate, who is 
currently a visiting professor at Hokkaido 
University.

Associate Vice Chancellor Presents Paper 
at Sustainability Symposium 
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Fellows Movements and Activities 
Together with Research Fellows and Psychology 
Department faculty members Ma. Angeles 
Lapeña and Marshall Valencia, University 
Research Coordination Office Director           
Dr. Madelene A. Sta. Maria was among the 

thpaper presenters during the 46  Annual 
Psychological Association of the Philippines (PAP) 
Convention held at Silliman University in 
Dumaguete City, Negros Oriental, from August 
13 to 15, 2009. The convention focused on the 
theme “Character Strengths of the Filipino: A 
Positive Response to Current Challenges.” 

SDRC Fe l l ow and  fo rmer  D i rec tor                     
thDr. Ma. Elena Chiong-Javier attended the 4  

National Agroforestry Congress held at the Chali 
Beach Resort and Conference Center, Cagayan 
de Oro City, from November 18 to 20, 2009. 
The theme of this year's Congress, which was 
co-sponsored by the UPLB Institute of 
Agroforestry and the Misamis Oriental State 
College of Agriculture and Technology, was 
“Agroforestry Promotion for Climate Change 
Mitigation and Adaptation: Building Lessons 
from the Field.”
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